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Guidelines for AESF 5 Working Group Discussions

Besides panel discussions and interventions from guest speakers, AESF 5 will host three
thematic working groups to which all participants are invited to contribute and help draft a joint
document to be adopted by all attendees on the second day of the forum (21 October 2021).

In order to achieve this goal, each of the three working groups will hold several meetings in the
weeks leading up to the AESF 5 itself. We hope they will foster fruitful dialogues between
electoral stakeholders from across Asia on current challenges to free and fair elections and
possible solutions to tackle them.

When registering for the event, participants will be invited to choose from one of the following
working groups. Organizations counting several attendees will be encouraged to break them up
in order to ensure diversity and balance across the groups.

Working Group 1: “Fostering more inclusive and participatory elections”
Co-facilitators: Melika Atic (IFES) / Amaël Vier (ANFREL)
What are the common limitations to electoral participation and the innovative solutions to make
elections more inclusive and participatory?
Areas covered under this topic include, among others:

- Women, youth, PWDs and other marginalized groups;
- Political parties and candidates;
- Civic and voter education;
- Alternative voting mechanisms (including out-of-country, advance and postal voting)

Working Group 2: “Challenges to electoral integrity and possible solutions”
Co-facilitators: Julia Brothers (NDI) / Tharindu Abeyrathna (ANFREL)
What are the common challenges to electoral integrity and transparency today and the good
practices that can be employed by election stakeholders to address them?
Areas covered under this topic include, among others:

- Campaign finance;
- Election observation;
- Media and information disorders (including fake news) and hate speech;
- Technology and its various election-related applications (including open data, electronic

voting, etc.).

Working Group 3: “Best practices for election management during the COVID-19
pandemic”
Co-facilitators: Adhy Aman, Senior Program Manager on Electoral process of the Asia and the
Pacific program, International IDEA / A-WEB
What are the best practices for election management identifiable throughout the COVID-19
pandemic, especially on promoting voter turnout and safeguarding public health? This working
group is intended to look at issues specifically caused by or related to COVID-19, while other
underlying factors should be addressed under the other two themes.
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Expectations for participants, co-facilitators, and rapporteurs:

Each working group will consist of one facilitator, one co-facilitator and a number of participants
from civil society groups, election management bodies and international/intergovernmental
organizations. Each working group will be asked to designate one rapporteur to give a quick
presentation of the discussions and their outcomes during the first day of AESF 5 (20 October).

Expectations for participants:
1. Participants will discuss the topic in their respective working groups through regular online

meetings.
2. Participants should actively take part in the discussions by taking into account the context of

their respective sub-regions and countries.
3. Participants should work towards realistic solutions to the challenges by contributing their

expertise and experience to the discussions.

Expectations for co-facilitators:
1. Co-facilitators will hold three meetings with the participants of their working group. The

meetings should accommodate participants from different time zones in Asia as much as
possible.

2. Co-facilitators should encourage participants to share their own country’s challenges, good
practices and possible areas of cooperation between election stakeholders about the topic
of the working group discussions.

3. Co-facilitators should facilitate the flow of the discussion through consensus building to
ensure that the expected results of the working group are achieved.

4. Co-facilitators should assist in the compilation of the final draft document to be submitted to
the  AESF participants for their approval.

5. Co-facilitators will prepare a summary of the discussion after each working group meeting
and share it with the participants for their reference.

6. Co-facilitators will assist the rapporteurs of their respective working groups during their
presentations at AESF 5.

Expectations for rapporteurs:
1. Rapporteurs will present the outcome of the discussions during the first day of AESF 5 (20

October).
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Working group timeline:

Date Activity

13 September - 13 October Co-facilitators to conduct three working group discussions
within the period.

14 October Co-facilitators to submit the summary of discussions.

15-17 October ANFREL and A-WEB to synthesize the summary of discussions
into a document.

18 October ANFREL and A-WEB to share the first draft of the document
with all participants.

20 October (forum day 1) Rapporteurs to present the outcome of the discussion and
receive feedback from all participants during the forum.

ANFREL and A-WEB to revise the document according to the
discussion during the session.

21 October (forum day 2) The final document to be adopted at the closing of the forum.
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